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Open Government: The concept 



Open Government is about ….. Managing change 





Towards a European data ecosystem 
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The EU's open data policy:  
Why are we doing it? 

• Untapped business opportunities (40 B€/year in EU?) 

• Need to address societal challenges (new solutions to 
(scientific or societal) problems); 

• Better governance and citizen empowerment (more 
transparency and citizen participation) 

• Increase efficiency of administrations by sharing data 

Read more:  

Commission policy paper: COM(2011) 882 
http://tinyurl.com/btcfutp 

 

http://tinyurl.com/btcfutp


EU Open data strategy 
 

- Communication on Open Data  

- A revision of the Decision governing the re-use of 
Commission's own information 

- Modification of the Directive on the re-use of public 
sector information (PSI Directive) 

- Open data-portals 

- Commission/EU institutions and agencies portal 

- Pan-European portal 

 

 



The EU's PSI policy… 

…is a sub-set of the overall open data policy 

…is composed of:  

• A Directive aiming to set a minimum standard for reuse of 
#ogd/ #psi in Europe; 

• A decision obliging the Commission to allow reuse of its 
own data; 

• Deployment of an EU open data portal; 

• Work on a pan-European aggregator for open data; 

• Supporting measures. 

 

 



Legal framework for #ogd/ #psi:  
The PSI Directive 

• Creates a level-playing field for reusers of #ogd inside 
the EU; 

• All reusers need to be treated equal (including equal 
treatment between public and private reusers); 

• Putting a ceiling on possible charges (and incurring a 
no-charging policy); 

• Transparency on conditions and charges (including 
work on licensing conditions); 

Read more here: https://ec.europa.eu/digital-
agenda/en/legislative-measures  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:345:0090:0096:EN:PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/legislative-measures
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/legislative-measures
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/legislative-measures
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/legislative-measures
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/legislative-measures




PSI Score Board 2013 



Revision of the PSI Directive 
current status 

• Legislative process started in December 2011 

 

• EU co-legislators agreed on the final text in April 
2013 

 

• Adopted by EP and Council in June 2013 

 

• Entry into force – last quarter of 2015 

 

 

 



Revision of the PSI Directive – main changes 

• Creation of a genuine right to re-use public data: all public 
data not specifically excluded from re-use are to be re-usable 

 

• Charging rules are amended:   

• Pricing based on marginal costs of dissemination 

• In exceptional cases: possibility to recover costs and claim 
a reasonable return on investment if duly justified  

 

• Cultural institutions brought within the scope 
 

• More transparency with regard to charges and conditions 
applied by public sector bodies  

 

• Support towards releasing data in open and machine-
readable formats 

 

 



Let's make #ogd happen  
– related activities 

• Funding the stakeholder outreach platform ePSI:  
http://epsiplatform.eu/ 

• Funding a thematic network on legal aspects of PSI reuse: 
http://www.lapsi-project.eu/  
(v1.0 & v2.0) 

• Funding support services in relation to publishing data on 
open data portals, including training and advisory services. 

• Guidelines on licensing & charging  
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Eating your own 
dogfood? 
 
 
 
 
Drinking your own 
champagne? 

What about the EC own policies? 



Rules for the re-use of Commission information 
Revision of December 2011 

 As a default rule, reuse has to be allowed for non-
commercial and commercial purposes 

 

1. without the need for an individual application,  

2. without charging the reuser;  

3. without putting conditions on the reuse 

4. without discriminating between reusers. 

 

Each of these features is subject only to limited, duly 
justified exceptions 



1. Software or documents covered by industrial 
property rights (such as patents, trademarks 
etc) 

2. Documents for which the Commission is not in a 
position to allow re-use in view of intellectual 
property rights of third parties 

3. Documents made accessible to a party under 
specific rules governing privileged access to 
documents.  

 

Rules for the re-use of EC information: Exceptions 



European Union Open Data Portal 
 

 

 

 

It's about dogfooding 



             http://open-data.europa.eu 
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